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IN THE YOUTH JUSTICE COURT OF ALBERTA 

 
JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF CALGARY 

 
 

BETWEEN: 
 

HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN 
 

- and - 
 

 
A.M. 

Young Person  
 

 
 

AGREED STATEMENT OF FACTS 
 

 
1. A.M. was born on Sept 18, 1997.  He was 17 years old on July 18, 2014. 

 
2. A.M. was born in Palestine.  His family consists of his mother, father, older brother and 2 

younger siblings. 
 

3. A.M. and his family immigrated to Canada when AM was 13 years of age, living first in Ontario 
and then settling in Calgary when he was 15 years old. 
 

4. A.M. witnessed significant conflict in his birthplace and remembers, for instance, seeing guns 
every day.  His family moved to Canada with the goal of living in peace. 
 

5. Unless otherwise noted, all of the following occurred in Calgary, AB, between 18:00 hrs and 
18:15 hrs on July 18, 2014. 
 

6. On July 18, 2014, a group of approximately 300 people gathered in the area of City Hall (roughly, 
the East side of the 800 block of MacLeod Trail SE) to protest recent Israeli military action, 
including missile attacks, in Gaza (collectively, the “Protesters”).  
 

7. The Protesters were chanting slogans, displaying Palestinian flags, pro-Palestinian signs and 
placards.  In the view of the Protesters, the Israeli military action in Gaza was unjustified and had 
resulted in the deaths of innocents, including women and children. 
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8.  A.M. attended the gathering along with his older brother, an adult.  They were both part of the 
Protest group.   
 

9. There were a number of young children (younger than 12, by appearance) present with the 
Protesters. 
 

10. During the protest, a group of approximately 15 people who are supporters of the Israeli 
government arrived (collectively, the “Counter-Protesters”). 
 

11. The Counter-Protesters were chanting slogans, displaying Israeli flags, pro-Israeli signs and 
placards. 
 

12. The victim, Samantha HAMILTON (DOB Oct 28, 1991; 22 years old on July 18, 2014) and her 
family (mother, father, brother and cousin; collectively the “Hamiltons”) attended and were part 
of the Counter-Protest Group. 
 

13. A small number of Counter-Protesters (not Samantha HAMILTON) approached the Protesters on 
the East side of MacLeod Trail.  Heated words were exchanged.  A Protester (not A.M.) took an 
Israeli flag from a Counter-Protester and stomped on it.  He pushed and punched the Counter-
Protester.  This was filmed and photographed by many, though that Protester has not been 
identified or charged.  Someone shouted “now you’re on the news”; the response was “isn’t that 
what you wanted?”   It is unclear who initiated this verbal exchange and who replied. 
 

14. The Counter-Protesters then crossed to the West side of MacLeod Trail, where they were joined 
by the Hamiltons.  It is not known whether the Hamiltons were present on the East side of 
MacLeod Trail for the earlier altercation. 
 

15. The Protesters briefly remained on the East side of MacLeod Trail.  Tensions continued to 
escalate as members of both groups yelled and chanted. 
 

16. A group (approx. 15) of Protesters crossed MacLeod Trail towards the Counter-Protesters. AM 
and his brother were in this group that crossed the street.  Both groups on the West side continued 
to chant loudly.  A member of the Counter-Protest Group repeatedly blew a loud handheld 
airhorn towards the Protesters as they walked and chanted on the West side of MacLeod Trail, 
very nearby the Counter-Protesters.  
 

17. A number of people took videos of the ensuing events on their cellular devices.  Some of these 
videos were provided to the Calgary Police Service when they conducted an investigation into the 
events. 
 

18. In sum, these videos depict shouting between members of the Protest and Counter-Protest Groups 
on the West side of MacLeod Trail which turned quickly into physical altercations.  In general, it 
is difficult to ascertain from the video evidence exactly who did what to whom.  
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19. At one point, Shane HAMILTON (Samantha HAMILTON’s brother, 19 years old) was on the 

ground, being struck and kicked by a number of individuals.  It is not alleged that A.M. was a 
member of the group attacking Shane HAMILTON; he was, however, very nearby. 
 

20. As Samantha HAMILTON went to her brother’s aid, she suffered one blow, a punch, to the front 
left side of her face which was delivered by A.M.  She then felt another blow to the back of her 
head and had her hair pulled.  These were not delivered by A.M. 
 

21. In one video depiction, A.M. can be clearly seen delivering the punch that hit Samantha 
HAMILTON’s face. 
 

22. The Crown has still images from the video depicting the blow for entry as an Exhibit on sentence.   
 

23. Ms HAMILTON suffered some swelling at the site of the punch but no bruising or other injury 
there. 
 

24. Three adult Protesters have been charged for their role(s) in the violence, including A.M.’s elder 
brother. 
 

25. The physical violence lasted less than 2 minutes in total.  Afterwards, the Protesters, including 
A.M., crossed back to the East side of MacLeod Trial. 
 

26. The Calgary Police responded on an emergency basis in order to quell the violence and prevent 
further violence from occurring. 
 

27. This had been the second protest the Protesters had staged in relatively short succession.  As there 
had been no violence on the first occasion, the Calgary Police had not been in attendance for the 
July 18 demonstration. 
 

28. The eruption of violence necessitated a large scale police response which engaged numerous 
police resources, including Public Safety Officers, Emergency medical standby and the presence 
of officers throughout the ranks to maintain public safety and order. 
 

29. In the minutes, days and weeks following the events of July 18, 2014, there was an increase in 
tension and hostilities between members of Israeli and Palestinian communities in Calgary.  
There was news coverage of the violence across the nation.  Members of the pro-Israeli 
community staged demonstrations which resulted in numerous police resources needing to be 
deployed to monitor the events to ensure public safety and peaceful protest. 
 

30.  Additionally, a large scale police investigation was initiated.  Many officers were involved in 
investigating the events of July 18, 2014, as well as monitoring social media outlets as strings of 
threats and hate generated comments grew. 
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31. After significant investigation, A.M. was identified as a suspect in the incident at bar. 

 
32. A.M. was interviewed by Detective Thibeau on August 11, 2014.  He admitted to punching a 

female (now known to be Samantha HAMILTON) in the face during the events on July 18, 2014.   

 

FACTS specific to 140924705-Y-1 (breach of Undertaking August 11-13, 2014): 

 
33. A.M. was charged with assault on August 11, 2014.  He was released on a Promise to Appear and 

Undertaking by Detective Thibeau on that date as well.  
 

34. One of the terms of the Undertaking was that AM have no contact with another suspect (an adult), 
K.M. 
 

35. On August 13, 2014, investigators ascertained that K.M.’s legal name was K.J., and he was 
arrested for his role in the events of July 18, 2014. 
 

36. K.J. told police that A.M. and his brother, A.M.M. (charged as an adult) had met with him on 
August 11, shown him their release documents, including their Undertakings, and informed him 
they were not to have contact with him. 
 

37. On August 13, 2014, investigators attended AM’s residence to arrest him for breaching his 
Undertaking.  AM and KJ were together in the rear alley of the residence.  Both were arrested for 
breach of Undertaking.  Upon arrest, KJ stated he had “just come [to the residence] to get stuff 
from AM”.    
 

 
AGREED TO THIS_______DAY OF ________________, 2014 
 
AGREED TO BY: 
 
___________________________________ 
A.M., The Young Person 
 
____________________________________ 
RAME KATRIB, Counsel for the Young Person 
 
___________________________________ 
CARLA MACPHAIL, Assistant Chief Crown Prosecutor 
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